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Listening, Observing, Acting – in step with God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Mothers' Union Diocese of Bath and Wells 

 

Wave of Prayer Service 2019 

 

Please join in the words written in bold type. 

 

Leader: 

The Mothers' Union Theme for this year is:  Listening, Observing, Acting – in step 

with God. 

In this time of worship, we will listen, observe and consider how we may act as we 

walk with God. 

 

Listening 

Let us now be still and listen to the sounds around us.  (1 - 2 minutes silence) 

 

Short discussion: what did you hear? 

How can we listen and hear God speaking to us? 

 

Let us hear God’s voice in these verses from 1 Samuel 3: 1 – 10 

 

Hymn:   Master speak thy servant heareth 

 

Observing 

What do you notice about the people around you?  

What might you think and what might you be inclined to do in response to what 

you see? 

 

Readings:  Luke 10: 30 – 35 

Finding a man in need, some turn away and one goes to help 

 

Isaiah 43: 19 – 21 

Are our eyes open to see what God is doing around us? 

 

Action 

Jesus invites us to a way of celebration, 

meeting and feasting with the humble and poor. 

Let us walk his way with joy. 

 

Jesus beckons us to a way of risk, 

letting go of our security. 

Let us walk his way with joy. 

 

Jesus challenges us to listen to the voices 

of those who have nothing to lose. 

Let us walk his way with joy. 



 

Jesus points us to a way of self-giving, 

where power and status are overturned. 

Let us walk his way with joy. 

 

Jesus calls us to follow the way of the cross, 

where despair is transformed 

by the promise of new life. 

Let us walk his way with joy. 

Jan Berry; © Churches Together 

 

Leader: 

May our loving Lord bless us 

with forgiveness and grace 

that we may walk the path of life 

fully in step with God. Amen 

 

Hymn:  When I needed a neighbour 

 

We remember that Mothers' Union 'Listens, Observes and Acts ' throughout the 

world, and today in our Wave of Prayer we pray for the people and work of our link 

dioceses.  This prayer was written by MU Members in False Bay Diocese, South 

Africa. 

Almighty and Loving Lord, united in this special service with our worldwide links, 

we rejoice in the knowledge that we meet in your presence to pray for one 

another 

 

 We pray for Rose, President, and members of Mothers’ Union in Shinyanga.  

Continue to look upon them with your favour Lord as they work with the 

Government and local leaders to relieve the stigma and distress of those affected 

by albinism; HIV/AIDS, families in extreme poverty, vulnerable children, widows 

and orphans We give thanks that the gift of your blessings has brought money for 

health and education, enabled Church growth and Mothers’ Union membership 

and activities. 

We share with the province of Tanzania the joy of vision and development from its 

Provincial Meeting in September. Visit with your presence Lord the families whose 

lives depend on Lake Victoria. 

 

Quicken by your Spirit Lord, every life that is touched 

 

We pray for Ruby, President, Charlotte Vice-President and members of Mothers’ 

Union in False Bay. With give thanks for the fellowship, planning and pleasure of 

the Provincial Conference in December. 

We pray for their joy in your service as branches in deaneries collect items and 

funds to support the needy in their communities, matched by the joy they receive 



from distributing help to children starting school, new parents, widows and 

orphans.  Lord, You are present among Mothers’ Union when they meet on 

Saturday and present in their worship and rejoicing on Sunday.  Together we 

thank you for the rains that finally fell and watered the land. 

 

Quicken by your Spirit Lord, every life that is touched 

 

We give thanks for the ministry of the Bishop and Patience in Umuahia, south 

east Nigeria, for the work of Mothers’ Union members there and in Ijebu to the 

west.  Refresh them daily with new strength as their work brings new souls to 

you.  We pray that the quiet calm of your love will come to every community and 

enter every family home and school within it and the distress of these difficult 

times will be overcome by your wonderful glory. 

 

Quicken by your Spirit Lord, every life that is touched 

 

We pray for Mothers’ Union members and the work of the Women’s Fellowship in 

the Church of South India in Vellore, recovering from recent flooding.  Inspire 

and strengthen them in the Bible study groups and training and their work to 

support and empower the poor, the vulnerable, their young people, women and 

girls. 

 

Quicken by your Spirit Lord, every life that is touched 

 

Lord receive these prayers and strengthen our links by leading us to a closer 

understanding of each other’s daily lives. 

Grant that by listening, observing and actively responding through the words we 

speak, the prayers we breathe and the lives we lead, every life we touch is 

quickened by your Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 

Reading:  James 2: 14 - 17  

Faith and Action  

 

Loving Lord, 

we thank you for the path laid before us 

and that you accompany us on our journey. 

 

We pray for the flourishing of Mothers’ Union 

as we adapt for the needs of this present age 

and entrust ourselves to God to lead us forward. 

 

We pray for open ears, eyes and hearts 

that we may act with insight and integrity 

to make a difference in our world.     

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

 

We say the Mothers' Union Prayer together: 

 

Loving Lord, we thank you for your love so freely given to us all.  We pray for 

families around the world.  Bless the work of the Mothers' Union as we seek to 

share your love through the strengthening and support of family life.  

Empowered by your spirit may we be united in prayer and worship, and in love 

and service reach out as your hands across the world.   

in Jesus' name,  Amen 

 

 

Hymn:  O Jesus I have promised 

 

 

 

As we walk into the future with faith 

may our pace be set by our perfect guide; 

neither running ahead nor lagging behind, 

but always in step with God. Amen   

 

  

We go in His peace ready to listen, observe and act, 

in the name of Christ 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


