Bath & Wells 22" April 2021 — Words of Encouragement and Inspiration for Diocesan
Council — DP Madeline Hellier

Building Hope and Confidence
Oh how wonderful, how pleasing it is when God’s people all come together as one!
Let us pray,

So we come in faith,

with joyful hearts and in glad thanksgiving,

to offer our worship,

and to dedicate our lives once more to your service.
Gracious God, giver of hope

which sustains our lives

we thank you. Amen.

This morning, it is an honour and a privilege to greet you in Christian love and congratulate you as
you meet for your very first virtual Diocesan Council. This is a significant achievement and a step in
staying connected as a Diocese. Thank you for your kind invitation. Although it is 5.30am and
Madeline did gave me a choice to record this Address, | thought about it long and hard, and realised
that there is no place that | would rather be at this time than with MU Bath and Wells —and among
friends who have the same passion for MU as | do, sharing the same vision for God’s world and His
people.

Over the past week | have been speaking about the amazing work that our members engage in, the
impact of our projects and programmes, and the transformation that takes place in the lives of
individuals, families and communities who experience MU.

So this morning, | thought of reflecting on what makes us tick as members and what drives us to be
passionate about Mothers’ Union. If | asked these two question to 10 members here, the answers
may vary slightly but | believe they will all point in one direction —and if | guess, these 10 members
would say that they are passionate about MU because they believe they are Christ’s hands and feet
here on earth — as St. Teresa of Avila said, “Yours are the hands through which He blesses all the
world.” And as we go about blessing the world with our prayers and our faith in action, we are being
faithful ambassadors for Jesus Christ.

At our Commissioning Service we committed ourselves to working for Christ, we acknowledged that
it carries with it great responsibility and promised to serve God through our membership and office.
We acknowledged that we could not do the job alone and we needed faithful followers to
prayerfully walk the journey with us, more like a Barnabas friend who would delight in our strengths,
support our weaknesses and tell us as it is. Even more important on this journey is the firm belief
that the Holy Spirit will guide and direct us as we call on him in prayer.

In John 14, Jesus said, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you a helper to be with you forever. The
Helper is the Spirit of Truth. The people of the world cannot accept him, because they don’t see him.
But you know him. He lives in you and he will be in you.” This is indeed blessed assurance!

We pause and pray

Living God,
We thank you that we can put our hands in yours,



And walk where you lead us,

Confident that, though all else may fail, you will not,
Though heaven and earth pass away,

Your words will endure forever.

You have given us hope,

And hope does not disappoint us.

Receive our praise, in the name of Christ. Amen.
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Because Christ lives in us - is the reason | often say that as members and people of faith, it is
necessary for us to believe that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. As long as
we have asked the Holy Spirit to help us and order our steps, there is no need for us to worry, but
instead trust in Him. Once we worry, then we fail to trust fully and in effect we are taking matters
into our own hands, then it all becomes our will and not His. Of course in our own human self we do
worry, it is our nature to enjoy a little worry and worry a lot — we worry about our children and
grandchildren in a different kind of world; we worry about our health —the diabetes, heart disease
and arthritic fingers; we worry about the lockdown and its effect on our Branch and Diocesan
activities; we worry about our members who are experiencing difficulties and hardships; we worry
about a declining membership especially after not meeting for over a year; we worry about reduced
finances and not being able to meet our commitments; we worry that we have taken on this
leadership position and we find that the work is plenty and the labourers are few; ... and we worry
and worry and worry .... but in Matthew Chapter 6 we read, “Look at the birds of the air: they neither
sow nor reap nor gather in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? And if God our Father cares so wonderfully for them, he will certainly care for you
and provide for you and look after you.”

We pause and reflect as we give our worries and fears to the Lord.

Precious Lord, we lay all our worries and fears at the foot of the Cross.
In our anxiety, fear and uncertainty,

when our hearts are heavy with the load we bear,

and there is no one to turn toward but you;

yours is the peace that calms,

the peace that comforts,

the peace that gives us the strength to carry on.

Yours is the voice we long to hear,
The persistent whisper in our ear,
‘Be still, and know that | am God’.
Yours is the presence in the dark
that banishes our fears.

Yours is the hand that guides,

The footprints in which to walk.

In our anxiety,

Fear and uncertainty,

In confidence we return to you.
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Deuteronomy 14:2 tells us that as members of MU, we have been set apart, chosen and treasured
for God’s purpose and service — what an honour and a privilege it is that God looked at each one of
us and called us by our names to serve him.

| could just picture Him looking down at the Diocese of Bath and Wells and after searching, he found
Madeline and he looked at her with those gentle eyes of His and said, Madeline | choose you to be
the Diocesan President. Then He decided that you would need help, maybe not 12 disciples like He
had, but may 6 will do and later on maybe another one — so he gave you 6 loving and supportive
friends to walk the journey with you — so he chose you Elizabeth, and Lynn and Karen; then he
looked at you Pam, Ann and Sally ... and Wendy too - because you are strong enough to weather the
storms and keep Madeline balanced... you must hold each other’s hands, supporting and lifting each
other up in prayer. From experience | can share that the love and strength you give to each other is
so very important.

Thinking back to your Commissioning Service the Minister asked a few questions and your responses
were: | do, the Lord being my helper — | will, putting my trust in him and this commitment came with
huge responsibility — | am sure you can testify to this. This is really serious stuff! And it did not end
here because if you think back to that wonderful day when you said yes to MU leadership - a
congregation filled with MU members joined in making their promises before God to remember you
Madeline, and each and every one of your Trustees in prayer. They also promised to give you their
loyal support and encouragement — really a huge responsibility — and to whom much is bestowed, so
much more is expected.

So to every member seated here today, you are chosen and you have been set apart for God’s
purpose and service at such a time as this — a time of uncertainty, a time of survival, a time of going
back to the drawing board, a time of re-thinking and re-imagining strategy and bouncing back again.
This is the time of bring our friends, our daughters and granddaughters into the fold because there is
no way that you and | can experience the joy and fellowship of Jesus Christ in MU and not share it
with those around us. It is also a time of extending unconditional love to those who need you ... a tall
order indeed but nothing that you and God cannot tackle together. The Holy Spirit, the Helper will
be in you, with you, alongside you, enfolding you in His love from above and below, and from all
angles. The mystery is that Christ lives in you and He is our hope, He is all we need.

As we sit here today and are reminded that we are chosen, anointed and equipped for the task
ahead - we are commanded in Matthew 5:16, to let our light so shine before men, that they may see
our good works, and glorify our Father in heaven. Amen!

Let us pause and pray,

Loving Lord,

whatever today may hold,

whatever tomorrow may bring,

the future is secure,

for Christ is with us,

the same yesterday, today and forever.
Live each moment with Him

In quiet confidence and joyful celebration,
For he is ours

And we are his

For all eternity. Amen.
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So in summary, we are reminded that as members of MU we have been set apart, chosen and
treasured for God’s purpose and service in Mothers’ Union and the Church and we can do all things
thru Christ who strengthens us; and we are not alone because the Holy Spirit dwells in us and we are
surrounded by loyal friends to love and support us. So the next step is to discover our gifts and use it
for the glory of God and for the good of all mankind - because a gift is more than just a natural ability
we are born with, it is the manifestation of the image of God to be used in the Body of Christ and for
His Glory.

At the moment the world feels overrun by the coronavirus pandemic and its never-ending list of
negative spinoffs — there is an increase in Gender Based Violence as a result of the lockdowns;
loneliness in isolation; poverty due to loss of jobs and resources; and the emptiness resulting from
the loss of loved ones. So much has happened to our members in other regions too — unending
conflict, violence and economic crisis; the constant search for food, water and a place to call home;
and the devastation caused by natural disasters. Isaiah 43:2 reminds us that we are protected as
children of the Most High God - When you pass through the waters | will be with you,; and when you
pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. So my friends, we have the assurance that God is in our
midst with His protection. What an amazing God we serve!

We face challenges all the time, and if one member suffers all suffer together while remaining
hopeful that a new day comes. Weeping endures for a night but joy comes in the morning.

My friends, my sisters and brothers in this MU family, God is doing a new thing - from Isaiah 43:19
we read - See | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up, do you not perceive it? | am making a way
in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. Wow! This just takes my breath away and gives me
all the hope | need for the future. | believe to everything there is a season — the season of the
pandemic is changing to a season of new birth and rebuilding, the challenges we face now will soon
be history. So let us overflow with thanksgiving and praise to our God for all that is to come because
we have the confidence that he who began the good work in us will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus. Amen.

We pray ...

Our hope and confidence is in you,

our counsellor, Holy Spirit;

You have shined a light for us to see
the love of the Father and of the Son.
Thanks be to God,

For our sure and steadfast confidence
And the hope in which we glory. Amen.

Thank you so much ... you are so wonderful and | love you all. May God bless you and keep you safe
as you rebuild with hope and confidence. Thank you.



