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 Thank You! 
 I am so grateful to you  
all for all you do for the 
Mothers’ Union Worldwide 
and for this diocese. 
 In giving thanks to God 
for all that each day 
promises, you are all part 
of those blessings. 

Bless the L , O my soul, 
    and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the L , O my soul,  
 and do not forget all his benefits 
Bless the L , O you his angels,  
    you mighty ones who do his bidding, 
    obedient to his spoken word. 
Bless the L , all his hosts,  
 his ministers that do his will. 
Bless the L , all his works, in all places of his dominion. 

Bless the L , O my soul.   Psalm 103 

A very Happy New Year to everyone,  
on behalf of all staff and Trustees of Mothers’ Union! 

 2022 was a tough year for everyone, with the pandemic, 
fuel and economic crisis and continuing impact of climate 
change, as well as conflict in so many parts of the world. 
 What inspired me throughout was the resilience shown by 

A New Year message from Bev Jullien, our CEO 

I read this recently and loved it.  I might even learn from it 
and do less running around like a “headless chicken”! 

  
 I like to Microwave 
God like to Marinate 
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so many, and the continuing focus of our 
members, whatever challenges they have 
been facing themselves, to support those in 
their communities in greatest need. 
 Especially during Advent, we heard so many 
stories of help provided by members -  for in-
stance, to foodbanks, practical gifts for those 
in hospitals, love and care for prisoners and 
their families and those in refuges – to name just a few. For 
each and every act of kindness, however small – thank you! 
 As we look to the start of this fresh year, 2023, whilst 
challenges remain, there is so much which gives me hope! 

· We look forward to sharing stories throughout the year 
of the difference that MU members make within their 
own communities. For example, we will share a report 
of the work of MU in some of the poorest communities 
in Burundi. Over 20 years, through supporting training 
in literacy and building savings and credit groups, long-
term transformation has been achieved for individuals, 
their families and whole communities 

· We are excited to be continuing and developing our 
partnerships with the National Churches and Women’s 
Aid, to continue to raise awareness of, and bring an 
end to, the scourge of domestic abuse 

· We are uplifted by the number of branches and groups 
who are starting to use “Metamorphosis bite-size” to 
engage more widely within parishes, understand the 
areas of greatest need locally and respond, often in 
partnership with others 

· As we continue to weather the economic storm, we will 
be looking freshly at how best our home, Mary Sumner 
House, can be made to generate maximum resources 
to support the work of members – and we will also be 
seeking to work closely with members to increase our 
raising of funds for the movement, so that, together, 
we can make a difference for more people 

 As we begin the countdown to our 150th anniversary in 
2026, and with the coronation of the new King of the United 
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Book These Dates! 

 

Tuesday March 28th  Quiet Morning @ Butleigh 
Church to conclude with a soup lunch  

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

  

Monday April 24th  Our Annual Meeting  
@ Bagley Baptist Church 

Speaker: We have a very special visitor lined up 
Launch of Souls of the Shoes Exhibition 

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

  

Annual Gathering 2023 
York on Friday 22nd September 2023  

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

 

Retreat at Ammerdown  

October:  Tuesday 10th - Thursday 12th  
 

Thank You     

 On behalf of the  
Ladies in South Sudan  

Thank You for Responding to 
the MU Christmas Appeal 2022  
 Your gifts will them help heal by 
overcoming the resulting trauma 
caused by conflict and violence.   
They can also learn new life-changing skills, such how to 
read and write.  

Kingdom in May, there was never a better time to really 
move forward in our journey of Transformation – Now! 

Lord, who makes all things new, 
we thank you for this New Year. 
To make a fresh start in our lives, 
trusting in your presence through all.  W E Orchard 

Bev Jullien  



 5 

madeline.hellier@mothersunion.org  

10 years of MU ‘Just A Bite’  
on Wednesday 1st February  

@ 2.30pm @ Taunton Minster  
all Diocesan members are invited to this 

Thanksgiving Service followed by tea & cake. 
To ensure you have some cake PLEASE RSVP!  

Marlene - marlenephillips@sky.com - 07913 109734  

My Outreach Occasion! 
 Last Autumn, I had been asked to participate in a 
SOUP! occasion and present Mothers’ Union in Wells. Some 
how I found I had said “YES” even though I had no idea 
what I was agreeing to! 
 Saturday 14th found me 
still not sure what was 
meant to happen.  Appar-
ently I had 4 minutes to ex-
plain how the MU will bene-
fit Wells and the surround-
ing area.  There were 2 other charities also presenting 
their activities.  
 There were 100 people who had paid £5 for a delicious 
bowl of soup (made by the Blue School, the local Church 
Secondary School) and a bread roll. Additional donations 
allowed them to obtain a drink! 
 Once the soup cauldron was empty, the presentations 
began.  The audience then had the opportunity to discuss 
and debate before voting. They 
then voted on which charity they 
thought would benefit Wells the 
most.  In spite of having Bishop 
Michael & my husband voting for 
us, we didn’t win the main prize 
but we have been given £200 
towards our work.  
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 I have received this invitation to The Dean’s farewell  
service, and been asked to pass it to All Mothers Union 
members.  The link mentioned in the poster is  

https://forms.office.com/e/xUDF1rxdbY  
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Welcome to 2023.  I trust you are all  
using your new MU Prayer Diaries.  

Please let Veronica know if you haven’t  
received yours as we do have some spares.  
Make sure you include your name, address 
& branch or if you are a Diocesan Member.  
 mu@bathwells.anglican.org.  

01749 685131  

Transformation Now! 
 During 2022 the Trustees have been imagining how we 
could make life easier for those leading Branches/Groups.  
We trust the new paperwork has been easier to complete. 
Please let us know of any further changes you think will 
help.  So what will we Transform next?   
Don’t Panic!  I don’t have any drastic changes planned. 

 However during Advent and Christmas week, I 
have been receiving a daily emails from Tearfund titled 
Bless the peacemakers.  I found it very impressive in the 
way Tearfund workers have been transforming the areas 
where they work: But it was only today I equated these 
thoughts into our future.   
 Rather than aim to transform the way we, the U, run 
our organisation, at Country, Diocesan, or Branch level;  

 we should look at transforming the way we interact with 
those we meet.   Does that make sense to you?    
  
 As a start PLEASE 
send me your thoughts 
- even if it is to tell me 
to stop thinking so 
much!!! 
 We can share 
thoughts anonymously 
if that will keep a  
dialogue developing. 

Madeline Hellier 
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MU CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2023                       

 

Jan  Thurs 19th  Cathedral Prayers – Said only  
in MU Chapel 

 Thurs 26th–Sat 28th Wave of Prayer –  
 - Wells Cathedral, M.U. Chapel    

 

Feb Mon 6th  MUe Meeting 10.30am @ F.H. 
 Thurs 16th  Cathedral Prayers- 
 Wed 22nd     Ash Wednesday 
 Week begin 27th  Quiet Days  - Contact Rev Wendy 
 

March  Tues 7th Trustees’ Meeting 
 Week begin 6th  Quiet Days  - Contact Rev Wendy 
 Week begin 13th  Quiet Days  - Contact Rev Wendy
 Thurs 16th  Cathedral Prayers 
 Frid 17th-Sat 18th   Souls of our Shoes exhibition  

- Christ Church Nailsea  
 Saturday 25th     Lady Day  
 Wednesday 29th  Quiet Day @ Butleigh Church 

    

April Thurs 6th - Sun 9th  Maundy Thursday,  
 Good Friday & Easter Day 

 Thurs 20th  Cathedral Prayers 
 Mon 24th   AGM & Diocesan Service  

@ Bagley Baptist Church 
  + Souls of our Shoes exhibition. 

 

May Tues 2nd  Trustees’ Meeting  
 Tues 9th  Child Contact Centre Meeting 
 Thurs 18th  Cathedral Prayers -  

Ascension Day-Thy Kingdom Come 
 

June Thurs 15th  Cathedral Prayers at  
Bishop’s Palace Chapel 

July Tues 4th  Trustees’ Meeting – F.H.  
 Thurs 20th  Cathedral Prayers   

 

August  Wed 9th  Mary Sumner Day 
 Thurs 17th  Cathedral Prayers 
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 Last year, at one of the Cathedral Prayers, a short story  
was read.  The mic wasn’t working properly so I only heard 
enough to recognise the story. I was very kindly given a 
hard copy. It was an article in the Daily Mail, the Son of God 
by Jeffrey Archer.  I trust Jeffrey’s fans get to read it and 
meet God.  Here is a copy of the version that I had previous-
ly heard.  Although the author is frequently cited as 
"unknown"  research shows that the poem may have been 
written by one of  two 19th century American Ministers, 
James Allen Francis and Phillips Brooks. 

One Solitary Life 
 He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant. 
He grew up in another village, where he worked in a carpen-
ter shop until he was 30. Then, for three years, he was an 
itinerant preacher. 
 He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never 
had a family or owned a home. He didn't go to college. He 
never lived in a big city. He never travelled 200 miles from 
the place where he was born. He did none of the things that 
usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but 
himself. 
 He was only 33 when the tide of public opinion turned 
against him. His friends ran away. One of them denied him. 
He was turned over to his enemies and went through the 
mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross between two 
thieves. While he was dying, his executioners gambled for 
his garments, the only property he had on earth. When he 
was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave, through the pity 
of a friend. 
 Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he is 
the central figure of the human race. I am well within the 
mark when I say that  

all the armies that ever marched,  
all the navies that ever sailed,  
all the parliaments that ever sat,  
all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not  

affected the life of man on this earth as much as that  
One Solitary Life.  



 10 

mu@bathwells.anglican.org   01749 685131  

Speaking Out Against Domestic Violence 

"Sometimes smiles are not always happy.  
Just a mask to hide the hurt"    Kelly 

 In 2018, Members in Scotland highlighted the horrific im-
pact of domestic abuse through a powerful shoe exhibition.   
 Hilary Moran, representing M.U. in Scotland on the Inter-
Faith Anti Trafficking Group produced a display called,  

“The Souls of our Shoes –  
A journey into and out of Domestic Abuse.” 

  “Its primary purpose is to raise aware-
ness of domestic violence. We do this a 
number of ways through talks, work-
shops, conferences and the shoe exhibi-
tion,” said Hilary.  
   “Our recent ventures have been into 
secondary schools. 
 The exhibition was shown at Mother’s 
Union’s General Meeting in Edinburgh in 
September 2017 and is now being used 
throughout the UK and Ireland by other 
members.  

 During the school visit, teachers  
accompanied pupils from all year groups.  
 Various support agency leaflets were 

These shoes 
walked with me 

“Out of the  
Shadows” 
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available and pupils were invited to write observations, com-
ments and questions on a “talking wall”.  Staff were on hand 
to chat with pupils who may have been adversely affected by 
the exhibition.   
 Many viewed the exhibition a second and even third time, 
returning in the break and during their lunch break.  Here’s 
what some of the pupils and teachers said: 

“I’m not ashamed to say I was in  
an abusive relationship. I divorced him!  

Miss Bream, Happy Now (Teacher) 

 

“My father was domestically abused by my step mother.  
It broke his spirit and I would never want anyone  

to ever go through it.   Matthew 

 

“It’s bad that they are supposed to be soulmates and they 
are getting hit. I feel terrible.”     Student 
 

Bath & Wells Mothers’ Union are embarking 
on our own Souls of the Shoes Exhibition, 
organised by Chris Mahony.  Current plans 
are that we envisage it spending weekends 
at different churches around the diocese 
over the next two years. We hope to wel-
come schools to attend as well as the gen-
eral public.   
 Watch the Calendar for when it is 
coming to near you.  Contact us if you are 
interested in hosting it.   

I had high  
expectations of 

my relationship -  
I was sorely  

disappointed 



 12 

mu@bathwells.anglican.org   01749 685131  

Cathedral Prayers 

 This is just a reminder that due to the current problem of 
finding branches to volunteer to lead the Cathedral Prayers 
service, there are unable to always hold a service.  
  On 19th January I shall be saying prayers in the MU chapel 
in Wells Cathedral (top end of the North Transept) As no 
singing is planned, I shall start the prayers at 11.45am   

All are welcome to join me.   

March 16th Cathedral Prayers is being led by the Faith 
 Team. As Ann Cattermole and Revd Wendy are not well, 
volunteers to take part in a special Lenten Cathedral Prayers 
will be most Welcome, please contact me! 
Would you like to lead one of the Services? Just contact me - 

Madeline Hellier - and we can arrange an opportunity. 
07967 961751  madeline.hellier@mothersunion.org  


