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Christmas Appeal 2022 and the Big Give 
 This year our Christmas Appeal is raising money for our 
Mothers’ Union Literacy &Trauma Healing programme 
in South Sudan.   Sadly, South Sudan has seen years of 
conflict and violence which have devasted communities and 
forced millions of people to leave their homes. Over half of 
the refugees are children and are desperately in need of 
peace and a better future.   
 The Big Give will be matching money donated online 
between 29th November and 6th December. So, if £20 
is donated, The Big Give will also donate £20.  

 Mary was displaced from Malakal in South Sudan due to 
conflict and violence.  She and her 5 children travelled 
500km with only the clothes they were wearing.  
 She attended a Mothers' Union Literacy and Trauma 
Healing programme.  These sessions help support women 
in their healing from trauma, helping them to:  

· stand firm and strong with their faith in God; 
· support each other while learning new skills  
· help build peace.  

It was so helpful, that she is now leading these programmes.   

November/December 2022  
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Over the last few months, I have not fulfilled my resolu-
tion to follow St Paul’s example and start and finish each  
issue, with a Prayer of Thanks for all you do and a Prayer of 
Blessings.  I thought I would rectify these admissions by  
reflecting on the church’s theme which would unofficially 
start on Sunday 20th November for those using the Book of 
Common Prayer! 
SO here is my prayer for you and all you do. 

STIR up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy 
faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing forth 
the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously 
rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

How many of you used to 
make your Christmas pud-
dings on Stir-Up Sunday (or 
Monday)?  I used to make 
mine earlier in the year,  
ie: September as soon as the 
children went back to school! 

The following Sunday is of 
course Advent Sunday.  When 
we were at Widecombe in the 
Moor, there was a lovely Holy tree clearly visible from the 
kitchen window. Then one November day I would suddenly 

see the tree was smothered with small 
birds. The holly berries were disappearing 
fast.  I abandoned whatever I was doing 
to rush out with some secateurs to  
rescue some branches with berries for 
the church Advent Wreath.   
 Reviewing the Branch Calendars 
many of you sent in at the beginning of 
the year, I am glad to see many are  

Thought for the month from Madeline Hellier 
Editor of the Newsletter  

as well as Diocesan President 
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either having a Reflection on Advent or an Advent service  
between now and the end of the year.   
 I find myself disappointed that 
many prominent churches and 
Christian organisations are  
holding Christmas Carol services.  
Traditionally Advent is seen as a 
time of expectant waiting and 
preparation for the return of 
Christ at the Second Coming.  
The liturgical colour of purple and 
the 4 Sunday themes of The Four Last Things – Death, 
Judgement, Heaven and Hell – have been traditional 
themes for Advent meditation.  The mention of the need to 
be alert and watchful reminds me of the parable to the 10 
maidens and their lamps.  The characteristic note of Advent 
is therefore expectation which builds up the excitement as 
the month progresses.  
 My favourite Advent hymn is  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  

And as with all good hymns, takes us 
back to the bible with the Aramaic 
Prayer, ‘Maranatha’   
Our Lord, come (1 Corinthians 16.22). 
 Having revisited the Book of 
Common Prayer for my first prayer for 
you all, I stay with it for the Advent 

Collect which is used throughout the season of advent. 
 ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away 
the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the 
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious Majes-
ty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to 
the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 
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Its that time of the year again! 
 

 Most of us have now received the 
latest copy of “Connected”. 
 If you haven’t received yours,  

please contact Veronica —
mu@bathwells.anglican.org. 

Make sure you include your name and 
address and which branch  

(if any) you belong to. 
 

The Mothers’ Union  
Prayer Diaries 2023 

are now arriving.  Again Please Do 
let Veronica  know if you haven’t 
received it by mid-December and hopefully we will 
have received some spares.   
 It would be good to receive any requests before the 
cost of postage goes up! 

Outside Cover of the 
2023 Prayer Diary 

Inside Cover of the 2023 
Prayer Diary 
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Book These Dates! 

  January: Thursday 26th - Friday 27th - Saturday 28th 
Wave of Prayer 

As we have been doing over the last few years,  
we hope to hold services at Wells Cathedral 

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

 

Monday April 24th 2023 Our Annual Meeting  
@ Bagley Baptist Church 

Speaker: We have a very special visitor lined up 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

Annual Gathering 2023 
York on Friday 22nd September 2023  

 I trust, as MU members, you will 
all forgive me, especially if you 
receive the Newsletter by post, 
for the delay in the November  
Issue which has now been united 
with December.  
 Jerry, my husband, is recovering well from his back oper-
ation but still needs extra input from me!  Trust it to  
coincide with an increase in my MU presidential work!  
 Just to add to the challenges  
encountered throughout November, my 
computer decided I’d been overworking it  
It needed a week off which it spent it  
residing in the Computer Hospital.  I trust 
next year we will be back on track!  MH 

Christmas and New Year Blessings  

to You all. 

And My Thanks to  

You All for ALL You DO 
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A Memorable Day in Windsor 
  

 In November of 2018, I received a 
letter informing me that the Rector of 
Shepton Mallet, Rev Jonathan Hunter-
Dunn had nominated me to receive 
Maundy money from Her Majesty the 
Queen at St George’s Chapel Windsor on 
Maundy Thursday 18th April 2019. It was 
in recognition of the work I had done with 
Mother’s Union over the years.  

I was invited to take a friend with me.  As I discussed  
arrangements with her we decided to go up the night before 
so that we could get to Windsor in good time. 
 On the Wednesday evening we were having dinner when 
we were approached by an elderly gentleman saying: 
‘I know where you are going tomorrow. The same place as 
me!’ He was accompanied by his son and was indeed going 
to Windsor Castle the following day. We spent a pleasant 
evening in their company. 
 Thursday morning, we were driven to the Castle in our 
finery, complete with hats, as per the dress code which 
came with the invitation, by my friend’s husband.  We were 
greeted by a policeman who 
asked to see our documents: 
photo identification and 
proof of address, before con-
firming we were on his list 
and calling for a ‘golf cart’ 
because of my mobility  
issues. We were then taken 
to the door that the Queen 
uses when avoiding all the 
stairs up to St George’s 

 Dr Edith Perfect’s communication arrived a couple of 
days after the October issue was printed so I am  
delighted to share it with you all now. 
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Chapel, where we were greeted 
by an usher.  The organisation 
was impeccable. We were  
escorted to our seats and I was 
given a name badge. We were 
told that the Queen had been 
briefed on why people had been 
nominated and we were told 
that we should not give her gifts. There were two lines of 
92 guests, determined by the Queen’s age: 92 men and 92 
women seated alphabetically with their companion seated 
behind. I was sitting next to Janice Perry from Riding for 
the Disabled. 
 The Service was beautiful, especially the music and the 
money was distributed in two lots with a Bible reading and 
hymn in between. The Maundy money coins were presented 
in a white pouch, then we were given another red pouch 
which contained a special £5 succession coin picturing the 
Queen, Prince Charles, Prince William and Prince George 

and a further 50p coin commemorat-
ing the Suffragettes; these were spe-
cific to our year. The Queen placed the 
pouches in my hand and looked at me 
with her beautiful blue eyes and warm 
smile. As the service concluded, she 
walked by us, tiny but full of grace. 
 Once the Queen had departed the 
same usher, guided me back to the 

golf cart and we made our way the Great Hall of the Castle 
for lunch. Prince Philip should have hosted us but had gone 
into hospital so sent his apologies and the Lords Lieutenant 
deputised for him. We sat with the gentleman we had met 
the evening before, who had kindly saved us a seat and his 
son. The food was delicious and the service attentive.  
 All too soon we were making our way back to the car 
touched by the warmth of our welcome in Windsor.  
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MU CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2023                       

 

Jan  Tues 10th  Trustees’ Meeting  
 Thurs 19th  Cathedral Prayers – Said only  

in MU Chapel 
 Thurs 26th–Sat 28th Wave of Prayer –  

TBC - Wells Cathedral, M.U. Chapel    
 

Feb Mon 6th  MUe Meeting 10.30am @ F.H. 
 Thurs 16th Cathedral Prayers-Volunteer needed 
 Wed 22nd     Ash Wednesday 
 Week begin 27th  Quiet Days  - Contact Rev Wendy 
 

March  Tues 7th Trustees’ Meeting 
 Week begin 6th  Quiet Days  - Contact Rev Wendy 
 Week begin 13th  Quiet Days  - Contact Rev Wendy
 Thurs 16th  Cathedral Prayers 
 Frid 17th-Sat 18th   Souls of our Shoes exhibition  

- Christ Church Nailsea  
 Saturday 25th     Lady Day  
 Week beg 30th  Quiet Days  - Contact Rev Wendy 
  

April Thurs 6th - Sun 9th    Maundy Thursday, Good  
Friday & Easter Day 

 Thurs 20th  Cathedral Prayers 
 Mon 24th   AGM & Diocesan Service  

@ Bagley Baptist Church 
  + Souls of our Shoes exhibition. 

 

May Tues 2nd  Trustees’ Meeting  
 Tues 9th  Child Contact Centre Meeting 
 Thurs 18th  Cathedral Prayers -  

Ascension Day-Thy Kingdom Come 
 

June Thurs 15th  Cathedral Prayers at  
Bishop’s Palace Chapel 

July Tues 4th  Trustees’ Meeting – F.H.  
 Thurs 20th  Cathedral Prayers   
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Come together to End Domestic Abuse My 

 Thanks to Tina from Keynsham MU who 
alerted me to a potential clash of interests.  Tina reported -   
 The branch collected £60 at a coffee morning in con-
junction with prayers about domestic violence etc.  The 
members want to donate this to the Women's Aid campaign, 
"Come together to end domestic abuse".  Although we are 
not supposed to give to other charities, we were reading the 
article in Connected (p30-33) which says that MU is a part-
ner in this project. 
 With the end-of-year paperwork reminding everyone that 
we mustn’t give to other charities from MU bank accounts, 
Tina raised the question. Could they give direct to them?  
 I took the question to Kathryn Anderson, Provincial Presi-
dent (who some of you meet at the Commissioning Service 
in July).  She asked Bev Jullien our CEO.  The reply -  

You can donate the money to Mothers’ Union 
as we are also running this campaign with 
Women’s Aid and we will ensure this money 
goes towards our work in this area.  

 

So please send any money raised during or in response to 
the 16 Days of Activism, direct to MSH identifying it clearly 
where you want that money to go to.  Please then let Sally 
know that you have made that donation and how much.  We 
are not just “Patting Ourselves on the Back”.   
 We are encouraging all members, especially when the 
amounts are added together which will show how much of a 
difference we are making!   
 Diocesan members, in the past you will probably 
have made donations via your Branch Account.  Do please 
let us know if you are donating to any of these Appeals.   
 I have just done an online donation to the  
MU Big Give Christmas. It was easier than I expected! 

0808 2000 247 

 

www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk  
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 Our Global Day of Action is MU response to the call for 16 
Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence (GBV).  
GBV is one of the most widespread violations of human 
rights. Spanning many societies, it can affect anyone at any 
time taking many forms. Sometimes its part of a damaging 
cultural ‘norm’; alternatively hidden behind closed doors.  
Either way it can be very difficult to ask for help.  
 1 in 3 women worldwide have experienced  
domestic or sexual abuse and we believe this to be 
unacceptable. At the MU, we work alongside com-
munities to help stop domestic abuse and GBV; 
while supporting those affected by it. 

What can you do on Global Day? 

 MUe ‘pre-Christmas Coffee Morning’  
@ St Thomas’s Church, Wells 
Thank You to all who came.    
I was delighted to receive this 
message from Sally our Treas-
urer - Just to let you know 
that we raised £113.20  
£48 on the raffle + £65.20 in 
coffee donations.  Chris was also happy with MUe sales! 
 A few raffle prizes were not collected after Cathedral 
Prayers.  White 480 - Blue 462 and yellow 491 & 493 plus 
a Box of Roses chocolates for Hazel Ricketts.   
 They are waiting for you in Flourish House in a drawer  
under the MUe cards.  

16 Days of Activism 25th Nov to 10th Dec 
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 We are now in the middle 
of the 16 days of Activism.  
 At a zoom meetings this 
morning I heard all about 
what our neighbouring  
Diocese were doing.   
 This year the Diocesan 
Synod meeting coincided 
with the MU Global Day.  
I did ask if a could have a 
10-minute slot in it but it 
was not to be.   
 Luckily Chris and Nailsea MU members ensured that their 
congregation knew all about the 16 days of Activism. 
  Did any branches hold a short service or the 3-minute 
silent vigil? Please share your news with me. 

 As Diocesan members, often  
isolated from other MU members, 
you can still participate in the  

#NoMore1in3 campaign.  
 Please Pray. While praying, you 
could Knit or crochet a chain. We 
are all asked  to hold a one-minute 
silence at 1.03pm on Saturday 26th 
November (linking to the no more 1 in 3 theme). This might 
be on a small scale, in homes or branch meetings, or in 
your local church.  
 Ask your family to help with this, especially young men, 
so that they learn that this behaviour is NOT acceptable.  
Have a picture taken of you holding the #NoMore1in3 sign 
and a lit candle. This could then be shared with your church 
noticeboard/magazine or on social media using the hashtag 
#NoMore1in3.   
 If you have a purple scarf, you could put it over your 
mouth or eyes, as a symbol of  how those affected are hid-
den from society. Think creatively and please share. 
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The Red Chair Project 
 I only heard about this project, being supported by  
Restored @Rest0red, the week before the 16 Days started. 
        I loved the idea and immediately saw that it something  
every Branch and every diocesan member can participate.  
So please read this information copied from  

https://www.restored-uk.org/i-want-to-help/red-chair/ 
and think about where YOU can Reserve a Place, ready for 
next year! 

 

 The Red Chair Project, part of A 
Place for Her: a project that aims 
to speak out for women and girls 
who have lost their lives to violence. 
The Red Chair Project involves re-
serving an empty chair in a public 
place, with a sign that highlights 
facts about domestic violence. The 
empty chair acts as a powerful  
symbol of the many women who've 
been killed through gender-based 
violence. Red text is used for the 
sign, which serves as a reminder of 
the violence still faced by millions of 
women across the world: in war 
zones, on city streets, and in their 
own homes. Can I Get Involved? 

Yes! All you need is a chair and a sign. 
 We'd love you to join in with us and add your voice to 
the project - in doing so, our voices will become part of a 
collective sound that is reverberating across the world. 
You could designate a chair in your church, at a local cafe, 
or even a public space like a park bench (although re-
member to ask permission first if needed!).  
 Using red fabric to cover the chair is really powerful, 
but if you can't get hold of any, printing a sign and mak-
ing sure the chair is left empty will still have impact.  

 

 I’m thinking of getting some Pubs on board 


